
Essential Question

How can READING for a 
SPECIFIC PURPOSE help 

improve your READING 
COMPREHENSION?



Text Investigation

1. You will be broken into 2 groups. 
Each group will be reading for a 
specific purpose. DO NOT tell the 
other group what your reading 
purpose is!

2. Highlight or underline what you 
notice as you read. 



Passage
The two boys ran until they came to the driveway.
“See I told you today was good for skipping 
school,” said Mark.  “Mum is never home on 
Thursday,” he added.  Tall hedges hid the house 
from the road so the pair strolled across the finely 
landscaped garden
“I never knew your place was so big” said Pete.
“Yeah, but it’s nicer now than it used to be since 
Dad had the new stone siding put on and added 
the fire place” said Mark.
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There were front and back doors and a side 
door which led to the garage which was 
empty except for three parked 10-speed 
bikes.  They went in the side door, Mark 
explaining that it was always open in case 
his younger sisters got home earlier than his 
mother.
 
.
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Pete wanted to see the house so Mark 
started with the living room.  It, like the rest 
of the downstairs, was newly painted.  Mark 
turned on the stereo, the noise of which 
worried Pete.
“Don’t worry, the nearest house is a quarter 
of a mile away” Mark shouted.  Pete felt 
more comfortable observing that no houses 
could be seen in any direction beyond the 
huge garden.
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The dining room with all the china, silver and 
cut glass was no place to play so the boys 
moved into the kitchen where they made 
sandwiches.  Mark said they wouldn’t go to 
the basement because it had been damp 
and musty ever since the new plumbing was 
installed.
 

4



“This is where my Dad keeps his famous 
paintings and his coin collection” Mark 
said as they peered into the study.  Mark 
boasts that he could get spending money 
whenever he needed it since he’d 
discovered that his Dad kept a lot in the 
desk drawer.
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There were three upstairs bedrooms.  Mark 
showed Pete his mother’s closet which was 
filled with furs and the locked box which held 
her jewels.  His sisters’ room was uninteresting 
except for the colour T.V. which Mark carried to 
his room.  Mark boasts that the bathroom in the 
hall was his since one had been added to his 
sisters’ room for their use.  The big highlight in 
his room though was a leak in the ceiling where 
the old roof had finally rotted
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Essential Question

How can READING for a SPECIFIC 
PURPOSE help improve your 

READING COMPREHENSION?
● Different details will stand out.
● You’ll have a better understanding of what 

you’ve read.
● It will help you complete your assignment 

accurately. Your teachers give you focus 
questions to help you.  



What does this look like in the 
classroom?

• When your 
teacher gives 
you a reading 
that has 
questions, 
READ the 
questions 
FIRST.



What does this look like in the 
classroom?

• When you have a 
writing prompt that 
you are looking for 
evidence for, 
READ the prompt 
FIRST, and 
highlight 
information you 
may want to use in 
your response. 

Example:

Write an essay explaining 
how "Keeping Warm in the 
Winter" and "How to Keep 
Warm" each help the 
reader to understand the 
colonists' challenge of living 
in a cold climate. Be sure to 
use information from both 
the article and the passage 
to develop your essay.

http://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/student/2017/question.aspx?Grad
eID=6&SubjectCode=ela&QuestionID=59243



What does this look like in the 
classroom?

• If there aren’t questions or writing prompts, 
ASK YOUR TEACHER, “What should I be 
looking for as I read?”

https://ed.stanford.edu/news/stanford-moocs-conn
ect-teachers-english-learners


